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CT in 61 patients having spinal epidural tumors
were reviewed. Of these patients twelve had an epidu-
ral mass lacking of destructive bone change. Histologic-
al examination of these 12 cases revealed that usual
carcinomatous tumors are relatively less common but
sarcomatous tumors and malignant hematologic neo-

plasms are more likely to form an epidural mass with-

out bone destruction. The tumors preponderated thor-
acic spine and extended usually more than three spinal
levels along spinal axis. In all but one tumor masses
were found in the intersertebral foramen and the para-
spinal region in addition to the spinal canal. Contrast
enhanced CT was particularly effective to delineate
tumor location and extension. Ring enhancement of the
dural sac which constricted by epidural masses was
considered pathognomotic of epidural tumors.

(Received : August 24, 1988)
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